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 GrammarNotes
practice activities
Lesson 19: Using Commas


Items in a series

Identify each series in the following sentences, and add commas where necessary.

1.
With a quick powerful leap, the stunt person bounded over the burning balcony.


2.
One summer when we were little, I had mumps you had measles and he had chickenpox.


3.
I took a flashlight a sleeping bag extra tennis shoes and a parka on our camping trip.

Independent clauses

Identify whether the following items are missing commas (M) or are correct as is (C). For items missing commas, add the comma where needed.


1.
She liked the story but she did not like the ending.

2.
High school graduates may go on to college or may begin working immediately.


3.
A few rowdy spectators tried to grab the star so the bodyguards formed a ring around him.
Introductory elements
Identify whether the following items are missing commas (M) or are correct as is (C). 

For items missing commas, add the comma where needed.


1.
In Mexico a favorite dish is a corn tortilla with beans.


2.
If you’d like more variety in your diet you could add more whole grains to your meals.


3.
Because the soybean is high in protein it has been a principal crop in Asian countries for more than five thousand years.
Interrupters

Identify whether the following items are missing commas (M) or are correct as is (C). For items missing commas, add the comma where needed.


1.
My favorite painting Mona Lisa is displayed at the Louvre in Paris.

2.
Did you know Amy that one of Faith Ringgold’s story quilts sold for $40,000?


3.
You are, I hope, planning to go to the museum with me.

Conventional uses of commas

Identify whether the following items are missing commas (M) or are correct as is (C). For items missing commas, add the comma where needed.


1.
Marcia traveled to Tyler Texas last month.


2.
My brother received a letter that began, “Dear John, There’s something I need to tell you.”


3.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15 1929.
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