
1. Akala 
@ TEDex 
Go to the class website and watch 
the Hip Hop Shakespeare video 
under “resources” and “video 
links”. 
1.   On your page, play his game. 

How did you do? Place a star 
next to the ones you got 
correct. 

2.   Take a few notes on his main 
ideas. Key words & phrases: 
tonality, perception, 
“custodians of  knowledge”, 
chasm between rich & poor, 
hip-hop, griot, education, art. 

3.   What new insight do you have 
on Shakespeare, music or 
poetry? 

It may help you 
to turn on the 
subtitles as you 
watch… 



Take a worksheet and work 
through the questions. In studying 
Shakespeare, we care most about 
“iambic pentameter” but you will 
practice with other types of  
rhythm.  

2. Scanning 
Poetry 



3. Teenage 
Sonnets 

(It’s best to do station #2 before this one.) 
Skim over each of  the 4 sonnets at this station. 
Choose 2 and do the following: 

 a. Annotate 
•  underline in red words associated with love 
•  underline green any metaphors 

 b. Label the rhyme scheme 
 c. Scan (stressed and un-stressed) 4 of  the lines 
 d. Identify the “problem” presented in the first 

stanza 
 e. Indicate the “shift” in mood or “solution” to 

the problem as presented in the last couplet 
 
 
 



4. Shakespearean 
Grammar 

Take a worksheet and learn 
some Early Modern English 
Grammar!  



1.  Generate 10 insults 
2.  Read over the pick-up lines 
3.  Can you identify the pick-up 

lines about true love vs. 
passionate lust? 

4.  Hurl pick-up lines and insults 
back and forth with your 
partners  

5.  OR Write a few lines of  
dialogue using pick-up lines and 
insults for: 

1.  Rosaline and Romeo 
2.  Paris and Juliet 
3.  Romeo and Juliet 
4.  Nurse and Mercutio 
5.  Capulet and Lady Capulet 
6.  Montague and Lady Montague 

5. Shakespearean 
Insults & Pick ups 



A. Illustrate 3 of the following 
metaphors and similes from the play. 

1.  It seems she hangs upon the cheek of  night 
like a rich jewel in an Ethiope’s ear 

2.  So shows a snowy dove trooping with 
crows, as yonder lady o'er her fellows 
shows. 

3.  What light from yonder window breaks? It 
is the East, and Juliet is the sun. 

4.  My love is as boundless as the sea. 
5.  Love is a smoke, made with the fume of  

sighs. 
6.  He’s a man of  wax! 
B. Now create your own metaphors for love…
or hate.  

 

 

•  Love is a nutrient: I am 
starved for love. 

•  Love is a journey: It’s been 
a long, bumpy road. 

•  Love is fire: I am burning 
with love. 

•  Love is an economic 
exchange: I’m putting more 
into this than you are. 

•  Love is a captive 
animal:… 

•  Love is war:… 

6. Metaphors 



1.   Read over the phrases and 
words coined by Shakespeare 

2.   Write a LOVE STORY using 
at least 8 of  his words and 
phrases 

3.   Create your own single 
words for some of  the 
following phrases: 

 
 

7. Phrases coined 
by the Bard 

1.  The hottest girl/guy in the 
room 

2.  A total bummer 
3.  A mean teacher 
4.  That feeling you get in your 

stomach (butterflies) when 
you see him/her 

5.  Crazy in love 
 


