Independent Reading Project

All written portions must be typed, double-spaced!

During this semester you will read one book of your choice as part of the Independent Reading Project.  There will be three parts to this project: 1) History and Context, 2) interactive reading logs, 3) a final project.
Your book can be fiction or non-fiction (novel, memoir, biography, autobiography, collection of stories, etc). The protagonist or subject of the book must be Middle Eastern (not Western/American).  

This project will count as one of your Assessment grades, so it is crucial you get it done on time and correctly.  It is important that you make a plan for reading your book at a reasonable pace.  Don’t put it off until the last minute.
	Book Title:
	Author:

	Publication Date:
	Setting (time & place):

	Number of pages:
	

	BOOK DEADLINES
	PAGE NUMBER
	Reading DUE DATE
	Log/Project DUE

DATE

	1/3 way through book (history/context)
	
	
	History/Context Paragraph: ______


	2/3  way through book (Reading Log)
	
	
	Log: _________


	End of book (Reading Log, Final Activity)
	
	
	Log: _________

Final Activity: _________




PART 1:  History and Context

As you begin reading, determine the setting (time and place) of your book. When you reach your first deadline in your book, you will do some research on the historical and cultural context of the book. Write 3 paragraphs that address your choice of the following topics for the country in which it takes place. You must be specific to country or region as you complete this portion. Do not sweep the Middle East with a broad paint brush!

1. Brief political and/or religious history

2. Description of the religious beliefs and customs

3. Culturally relevant issues from text (education, women, custom, etc)

4. Geographical information of region

5. Tourism and attraction of region

6. Other??

PART 2:  Interactive Reading Logs: 

You will write two interactive response entries that reflect on your book and your reading process.  You will write one after you finish 2/3 of the book and one after you complete the book.
Each interactive response entry should be one solid and well-developed paragraph in length (3/4 of a page, typed, double-spaced).  You cannot be wrong in your responses, as these entries reflect your personal reactions to the text.  Take some risks and be honest about the book and what you’re writing.  Use the sample prompts to help you get started with expressing your likes/dislikes, any confusion you have, and observations you make when reading your book.  Tell me what you think something means in the text, or make predictions about what might happen later.  Use your personal experiences to connect with the plot, characters, setting, etc.
Sample Prompts

· I really don’t understand the part where…

· I really like/dislike this idea because…

· I want to know more about…

· This character reminds me of myself because…

· This part makes me think about…

· I can’t believe…

· I like/dislike the way the author…

· My favorite character is…

· I wish that…

· I predict…

· I wonder why… 

· I think the setting is important because…

· This part is very realistic/unrealistic because…

· If I were (name of character) at this point, I would…

· I love the way…

· I noticed that…

· I felt sad/happy when… 

· I was surprised…

· This scene reminds me of a similar scene in (title of book, movie, etc) because…
· This character reminds me of somebody I know because…

PART 3: Final Activity:
While (or after) you read your chosen book, you must choose two of the following activities to complete. Please indicate the activity numbers you have chosen on your paper/project.

1. Create a book jacket description of the story.  Pretend you are trying to “hook” readers’ interest in the story by explaining its contents on the back of the book.  How would you tell people what the book is about and persuade them to pick it up and read it?

2. Become a character in your book and write at least 5 entries.  Include events that happened in the novel and how you feel about them.  Write in the voice of the character you choose. (use his/her dialect, words, sayings, etc.)
3. Build a timeline for the major events in the story, focusing on at least twelve incidents.  Highlight the conflict(s), climax, and resolution of the story in some way.  Be sure that the action is accurately placed and that the time between each event is indicated neatly.
4. Become a casting agent.  If your book were made into a movie, which famous stars would you choose to play the roles of each character?  Support your choices with explanations (appearance, similarities, personality, etc.)

5. Draw a map of where your story took place.  It should contain areas where significant events happened.  Use a key to describe these happenings.  Be certain to include a title and label the appropriate areas.  Detail, color, and accuracy are points to remember.

6. Write an ad for a dating service for one of the characters.  Include details such as a physical description, hobbies, interests, education, job, likes/dislikes, favorite things, and what he/she is looking for in a potential date.  You should use information you learned about this character from the story, but you can also use your imagination to fill out the ad.
7. Make a tri-fold travel brochure that invites tourists to visit the setting of the book.  Describe the scenery and surroundings.  Explain the types of activities that might be available.  Your brochure should have colorful design, pictures, and phrasing that entices travelers to go there.
8. Find the top ten websites a character in your book would most frequently visit. List the title and web address for each choice.  Include 2-3 sentences for each on why your character might like each of these sites.  (Be sure the web addresses are accurately recorded so I can verify them.)
9. Draw a picture of a scene from the reading.  On the back, explain why you chose that particular scene.
10. Create a dictionary of terms that would help someone reading this book.  Make a list of at least fifteen particular words (jargon, slang, technical language, specialized technology, etc.) that the author uses in the story.  These words must be slightly out of the ordinary; they should have particular significance in the book.  Define each word as it is used in the story.
11. Write a letter to the author of the book.  Tell him/her what you liked and disliked about the story and his/her writing style.  Give them specific reasons and examples from the story to support what you say.  Be sure your letter is in the correct letter format.

12. Imagine that you were to go through the trash of one of the characters from your book.  Explain what you might find and why.  Base your “finds” on the story and character actions.  Please describe at least 6 items.
13. Create a 20-question quiz about your book.  The questions should test a reader’s knowledge of the story and should focus on characters, plot, setting, conflict, motivation, and resolution.  Please include the answers to your quiz questions as well.
14. Make a scrapbook about the story or pretend a character had made it about his/her life.  This should look like a real scrapbook, complete with actual memorabilia, awards, letters, photos, mementos, report cards, ticket stubs, etc.  Include the book title or the character’s name on the book.  Label each item (at least 15) and explain its significance.
15. Rewrite the story or part of the story as a poem or song.  Be sure to include important incidents and conflicts.
16. Create a comic strip or storyboard for the events in the story.  Be sure that the illustrations explain the story clearly.  Do not include every detail- only those that are necessary to understand actions.  You will not be judged on your artistic talent, only on your apparent effort.
17. Discuss an important symbol from your novel.  Explain why you believe the symbol is important, and what you believe it is supposed to represent.  This explanation should be at least half a page.

18. Write a news article covering the events in your story.  Include quotes, expert opinions, “photos,” etc.  Be sure to include the who, what, when, where, why, how, etc. 

19. Write a resume of one of your better-detailed characters.  Imagine that the character is applying for a job (appropriate to their role in the book).  Include objective, prior experience, education/schooling/degrees, vital statistics, hobbies, references, etc.  Make the document look official!   
20. Design a CD cover (front, back, and insides) that is 8”x 8”.  The back cover should list the soundtrack for the novel (title and list) that includes at least 10 well-known songs.  On the inside, write at least one sentence (per song) explaining how it relates to the story of events or characters.  The look of the front cover is up to you!

21. Sketch costumes for at least 3 characters in the novel.  Each character needs at least 3 costume changes.  For each drawing, explain why the outfit, accessory, color, etc. is appropriate to its owner.  How is the apparel useful or necessary in particular settings or situations?   
22. Photograph real people, places, and things that represent the same in your novel.  Secure at least 15 pictures in an “album.”  The album’s front cover should list the name of the book and the author.  For each photo, write a caption that labels the picture and explains how it is connected to the story.

